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New York Conference Communication/Update 

Greetings and blessings to you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

As we have progressed through 2021 we have seen God’s hand in many different 
ways. He has, in some cases, shielded us from trouble. In other cases, He has walked 
with us through our troubles. In spite of the challenges of the times, the Lord continues 
to lead, He continues to be sovereign and He continues to be good.  

The following is a short update of where we are as a conference family. You may get 
more information or ask questions by: 
1. Speaking with your Pastor. 

2. Contacting your local Executive Committee member or Lay Advisory Representative. 

3. Contact the conference office at 315-469-6921. 

 

Learning to live with COVID: We have been working with the information given by the 
CDC and the State health authorities to provide as much information as we can and to 
determine how that guidance impacts our churches, schools and camp. The guiding 
principle that we are following is that mission must continue to take place, regardless 
of the times we live. That is not to say that we should dismiss COVID as a non-issue. 
We have lost some of our conference family to the virus. However, as we move forward 
as a conference we must find a balance between safety and mission. We understand 
that COVID is not going away. So therefore, we must adjust what we do as a mission 
driven movement so that we can still accomplish the mandate given by Jesus to go 
and make disciples. Jesus is coming soon! 
 

The latest update provided by the CDC includes the following: 
- A recommendation for fully vaccinated people to wear a mask in public indoor settings in areas of 
substantial or high transmission. 
- Information that fully vaccinated people might choose to wear a mask regardless of the level of 

transmission, particularly if they are immunocompromised or at increased risk for severe disease from 
COVID-19. 

- A recommendation for fully vaccinated people who have come into close contact with someone with 
suspected or confirmed COVID-19 to be tested 3-5 days after exposure, and to wear a mask in public 
indoor settings for 14 days or until they receive a negative test result. included recommendations for 
masking  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html 
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In short, be health smart. Wash your hands, adopt practices to mitigate the spreading 
of germs. Hand sanitizing, face coverings, keeping your distance are all 
recommendations given to help do that. A sign will be included at the end of this letter 
that could be used to put in your churches if desired. 

 

Union Springs Academy: 

God has made several things clear to us in the last five years. The boarding school 
model is still part of His plan to educate young people. And Union Springs Academy is 
still part of His plan for education of our youth. 

We have: 
- An enrollment that is topping 90 students to begin this semester. 

- Agreements with colleges that allow for students to earn college credit while in High 
School. 

- Plans are underway to create a ‘trade school’ component for our students. This will 
allow them to learn some skills and potentially fill the void our society is currently 
seeing in this area. 

- Construction on the 50 acre solar farm is underway. This lease will bring in more 
revenue to help the Conference and the Academy with mission. 

- For more information on USA, please contact our principal, Jeremy Garlock.  

 

Conference Executive Committee votes a five year vision plan: 

The administration, along with the Executive Committee have voted a strategic vision 
for where we believe we need to go and what we believe we need to focus on in the 
next five years.  
- Mission: promoting evangelism and providing funding by increasing our Conference 
Evangelism budget from $100k to $500k per year (this is a multi-year process as the 
Lord provides funding). These are funds that pastors apply for during the calendar 
year. Evangelism is not merely holding meetings, it is anything that is part of the 
evangelism cycle. See your pastor or call the office for more details. Also, in years past 
the unused/unclaimed funds were brought back into the budget to cover deficits in 
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other areas. That will be changed starting this year. Any unused funds will be divided 
amongst those that originally applied for evangelism funds. 

- Mentorship: Training will continue to be an area of emphasis. We will rely on our 
own resources but also take advantage of what is offered by the higher 
organizations (Atlantic Union, North American Division) also. 

- Media: Church via YouTube, Facebook, Zoom, etc. are the ‘new normal’. If we are 
going to be on these platforms we need to do what we do at a high level. There are 
some churches that have more people watching their services online than are 
actually in their building. The term, ‘Digital Church’ is used to describe the online 
church that are following churches but have never or rarely step foot into the 
physical building. We will be hiring a pastor whose duties include serving as the 
Social Media Strategist for the Conference. He will be available to provide training, 
advice, counsel to the local churches looking to improve what they do and to bring 
those ‘Digital Church’ members into the fold of Jesus Christ. You can contact the 
office for more information on that.  

 

God is good! In good times, in bad times, in certain times and in uncertain times. Let 
us keep our connection with Jesus strong. All signs point to the final fulfillment of the 
prophecies relating to the end times. May the merits of Jesus’ shed blood cover us and 
save us. 

 

Miguel Crespo, President 


